The Village Chatter
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2019
THE VILLAGES OF OSCODA
A Beautiful Place to Live and Visit

Board of Director’s Corner
This may sound like an acceptance speech at the Oscars but I just can't
help but to send out lots of appreciation and acknowledgements to all those
so deserving of the recognition, so here goes...….
I want to thank ALL the folks, volunteers & office staff that dedicated so
many long hours on the amendment changes. In addition, I want to thank
Mr. Matt Heron of Hirzel Law for attending our Informational Meeting on
June 8th and for providing answers to many of our questions. I also would
like to thank the ACC Committee members for the many hours they donated
to our community. Often times their decisions require research into our HOA
governing documents and guidelines, as well as the Township Zoning requirements. And let’s not forget our wonderful Garden Club group. They do
so much to keep our common areas looking nice and well cared for. I want
to thank Beverly Knickerbocker and Christian Gualdoni for their willingness
to run for office on the Board of Directors.
Are you still with me? Only 2 more thank yous that need mentioning...I wish
to thank everyone on the Board for mentoring me through my first year on
the Board. It has been a wonderful learning experience and I look forward to
serving the HOA during the upcoming year. Last but not least, (the music
keys in to signify that my time is nearly up)….I want to thank Randy Moore
and Ed Pisarski for the countless years they have volunteered their time and
talents in serving our community and for serving on the Board for the past 5
plus years. Their dedication and leadership have been exemplary. They will
be missed.
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Beverly Knickerbocker - Trustee
Dennis Dunn - Asst. Secretary

With sincere gratitude, Sherry Proulx, Trustee

2019 Board of Directors Election
On July 24th, 6 volunteers gathered in the conference room to count the ballots that were received. There were
630 ballots mailed out with 366 ballots turned in by the 12:00 deadline on July 20th. There were 5 Non-Qualified
ballots. The results are as follows:
Beverly Knickerbocker - 306 votes - Elected Christian Gualdoni - 255 votes—Elected
The new Board of Directors are as follows:
Mike Munson, JoAn Nink, Sherry Proulx, Beverly Knickerbocker, Christian Gualdoni and Dennis Dunn
The new Board met on Monday, July 29th for the Installation of Officers Meeting to determine who would hold
what Officer position as required in our Bylaws. They are listed to the right above.
The Board would also like to thank Randy Moore and Ed Pisarski for their service to the Board. We wish them
and their family the best in their future endeavors!
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Annual Home-Owners Meeting
The Annual Home Owners Meeting was held on Saturday, July 20th at 10am at the clubhouse. There were over
50 people in attendance representing 43 units. The Board gave reports and updates on all that was going on in
the Villages of Oscoda. Co-owners in attendance were able to give their comments and/or ask questions. Thank
you for showing interest in what is going on in your community!!! The next Annual Meeting of Co-owners will
be held on Saturday, July 18, 2020 at 10:00 am in the Clubhouse. We hope that you plan to attend. The unapproved minutes will soon be available on the website and in the office if you would like a copy.

Amendment Ballot Results
The ballots asking co-owners to vote on the purposed amendments to our governing documents were counted on
Wednesday, June 24th by volunteer co-owners under the direction of Ed Pisarski, Board Secretary. The results
are as follows:
Number of ballots sent out: 630. Number of ballots returned: 366. Number of ballots not returned: 274.
The number of Non-Qualified ballots received: 5 (ballots received without the unit address or signature of the
designated voter as required).
Articles of Incorporation: YES = 323 NO = 32 (# required to pass = 321) - PASSED
Master Deed & Bylaws: YES = 316 NO = 40 (# required to pass = 422) - FAILED
Most associations will update their governing documents every 8-10 years to keep up with changes in the State
law. Our current governing documents are more then 22 years old and are NOT inline with current State law.
Even the local banks processing mortgage loan applications are concerned about how outdated our documents
are. The Board is asking for input from Co-owners on what they didn’t like about the purposed amend-

ment and what changes they would like to see on the next purposed amendment that would get them to
return the ballot and vote yes. This information will help guide the new Board on how to proceed with
getting the necessary updates approved by the members. Please provide your input by email or in writing by September 30th. WE NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU!!!
ANNUAL PICNIC
The Villages of Oscoda Annual Picnic is scheduled for Saturday, August 24, 2019 from Noon-3pm at the
clubhouse. There will be fun, food, live entertainment, prizes and more! Come and join your neighbors and
bring one of your famous recipe dishes to pass. Bring your dollars for the 50/50 raffle. The proceeds will go
towards the purchase of benches in Freedom Park (former 8000 area).
If anyone has some items that they would like to donate for the giveaway prizes, feel free to bring them to the
office before August 15th so that we can get them ready for the party. If the item is home-crafted, please make
sure they are labeled with your information on them so we know who to give the credit to. If you make craft
items for a living or as a hobby, such as homemade jams, woodwork, dollies, blankets, etc., this could be a good
way to get your name out there and show your product off too!
As always, we could use some help setting up and/or taking down of the tables and chairs.
We will also need some helpers to man the grills (yes, we’re talking about you “grill-chefs”). If
you would like to help out in any of these areas, please contact the office and let us know! We
sure would appreciate the help! This year’s theme is “America”… See you at the picnic!!!
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The HOA Clubhouse flowerbeds has been weeded and
Garden
Club
The Villages of
Oscoda is glad to welcome Dave & Ka- trimmed. The planter on Bissonette has been repaired
and planted. The Woodridge Park flowerbed has been
ren Cormier to the Garden Club. We are in need of
volunteers to continue making the Villages a beautiful weeded, we are currently working on Memory Lane
and Forest Meadows common areas.
place to live. Please call the office if you can help in
any way this is your backyard. If you can’t garden anyWe would like to thank all the neighbors in the Villagmore due to health problems maybe you could empty
es who pick up trash and keep our parks clean. We are
the trash containers. We would appreciate any help,
looking into placing trash receptacles at Ausable Trail
remember many hands make the tasks much lighter.
Park (formerly 3 Pipes) there seems to be a lot of trash
This year we have weeded many beds with all this rain left after visitors go to the river to picnic, kayak or cathe weeds grow even without the sunshine and warm noe. The Garden Club members would empty the
temperatures unfortunately. The entrance signs to the trash weekly, hopefully this will alleviate the problem.
Garden Club News:

Villages off Skeel and Georgia have been completed.

Trim Low-hanging Tree Limbs

Need Help Soothing that Wild Beast?

The office has received a number of complaints of tree limbs
hanging too low, forcing pedestrians off the sidewalks to walk
on the grassy lawn in
someone’s yard in order to get
around the tree. A reminder
to homeowners to trim the
lower branches of your trees along the sidewalk
easement. It is the homeowner’s responsibility
to keep the sidewalks along their property free
from any obstructions to pedestrian traffic.

When you are away from the house your pets are
super sensitive to the sounds from outside and next
door and are more likely to bark and whine. Try
leaving on the TV or some music...maybe something
by Barry Manilow? Ok, your favorite music will work
fine, my dogs like cartoons. So Barry, Bugs
or the Best of Celine,
just give it a shot. Your
pets and neighbors will
thank you.

RV LOT
Some of the homeowners may already be aware that in June we had fenced off a portion of the RV Lot
due to major sink holes that have developed. Several of these sink holes have caused the ground surface to collapse exposing large slabs of buried cement. The size and depth of some of these sink holes
are quite significant and now poses a serious safety threat to people and vehicles. To continue filling
them in, as we have done in the past, would result in a significant and on-going cost to the Association.
In order to mitigate that expense, the Board passed a motion to close off that section of the RV Lot by
installing a chain-link fence to ensure that no one is injured and to prevent damage to homeowner’s
RV and/or vehicle. We previously had 283 total lots in the RV Storage Yard. There were 62 lots inside the newly fenced off section reducing the total number of lots to 221.
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News You Can Use


Code Enforcement Reminder - Per Township ordinance no inoperable, junked, wrecked or abandoned motor vehicles shall be present on public or private property. This also includes vehicles that do not have a valid and current license plate and/or registration within the current calendar year. Blight Reminder- grass/
weeds can be no higher than 6”.



If you need a dumpster parked at your unit, don’t forget to stop in for a temporary pass. They should only
be placed on the driveway or other hard surface and not on the grass.



Remember to lock your vehicles and remove any valuables to make your vehicle less appealing to thieves.
Also remember to report what you see.



Leash your dogs when outside, that is the rule. Even though your dog may be the best behaved dog on the
planet, other dogs you encounter during your walk may not have the same lofty title.

De-skunking Your Dog
It’s that time of year when wildlife & pets are likely to interact. One of
the smelliest encounters is dog vs skunk! There are many recipes on the
internet, but there is a very simple AND effective way to get rid of the
smell: Dawn dish soap, whole milk and a good conditioning shampoo. First:
apply Dawn to DRY fur. Get the area most hit and work the fur. Gradually add water to lather the soap, but avoid getting into eyes. Cover all the fur with the lather
and let set about 5-10 minutes. This process can be done twice, if the dog was sprayed a lot!
Second: rinse ALL the soap out and wash the dog with whole milk. This helps stop the smell
from coming back when your dog gets wet. Last: rinse out milk and bathe the dog in a good
DOG shampoo. The dish soap depletes all the natural oils in your dog’s coat. The shampoo will
help replenish them. Your dog should be smelling fresh and clean when finished.
- Warren Animal Welfare Commission

Submitted by Shirley D.

Good news on the PFAS contamination clean-up.
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy(EGLE) has pushed the Air
Force to accelerate the pace of current investigative work and increase water treatment to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination from the former Wurtsmith
Air Force Base.
To get the details see the link below detailing the actions
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135--500929--,00.html

Save theses links to keep up to date on future news on PFAS correction actions at
Wurtsmith and other Michigan sites
https://www.michigan.gov/MIEnvironment
https://www.michigan.gov/PFASResponse
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August & September 2019 EVENTS

OFFICE HOURS
*

Aug 2nd—ACC Requests Due-date

*

Aug 8th— ACC Meeting - 10:00am

*

Aug 13th—Monthly Board Meeting—1:00pm

Normal office hours
will resume on
Tuesday, September 3rd.

*

Aug 16th—ACC Requests Due-date

*

Aug 22nd—ACC Meeting-10:00am

*

Aug 24th—Annual Picnic—12-3pm

HAPPY LABOR DAY

*

Sept 2nd— Labor Day (Office Closed)

*

Sept. 3rd—Trash Pick up Today

*

Sept 6th—ACC Requests Due-date

*

Sept 10th—Monthly Board Meeting—1:00pm

*

Sept 12th—ACC Meeting—10:00am

*

Sept 20th—ACC Requests Due-date

*

Sept 26th—ACC Meeting—10:00am

The office will be closed on
Monday, September 2nd
In observance of Labor Day.

Trash Delay
Trash pick-up is
on Tuesday,
Sept. 3rd

ITEMS LEFT AT CURB
We have been noticing a lot of items being left at the road-side, such as furniture and
tv’s. Please remember that items such as these need to be removed by calling for a special pick up or taking them to the local dump. They should not be left at the curb until
the day of pick up.

A photographer kept

Travis Sanitation has previously stated they will take tv’s for a charge of $5.

from Field and

If you have an item that someone is going to pick up, please notify the office so that we

Stream.

are aware that the item is there and when it will be picked up. Waste Management Special Pickup 800-796-9696

Bob Hope

shooting me every
time I swung. I was
very flattered until I

found out he was

Also, a reminder to co-owners of rental units: You are responsible to remove all items
left at the curb by your renters when they move.

Thank You Corner


We want to thank all the volunteers that have helped to set up and break down the Clubhouse for the various meetings over the past couple of months, we appreciate your help and your strong backs!

If you would like to thank a special someone for helping you out,
please send us an email so that we can put it in the next newsletter. A thank you can go a long way!

THE VILLAGE CHATTER
The Villages of
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5631 Georgia Dr.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Phone: 989-739-4915
Fax: 989-739-4720
Email: office@voohoa.net
Website: voohoa.net

My secret for
staying young is
good food, plenty
of rest, and a
makeup man with
a spray gun.
Bob Hope
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Page 6

The HOA office hours are:
Mon., Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 8am - 5pm & Tues. 10am - 5pm.
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Please remember there is always a drop box for your convenience!
The office will be closed on Labor Day

Clubhouse Activities
 Euchre - Mondays at 12:30pm
 Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S)- Wed. at 9am
 Pinochle - Fridays at 12:30pm
 BUNCO - 3rd Friday of every month - 1:00pm
 BUNCO - 3rd Tuesday of every month - 1:00pm
 Chair Yoga - Every Wednesday at 5:30

Classifieds
Pet Care: Riverside Pet Lodge is a new state of the art boarding kennel nestled in the woods beside the Pine River
just north of Oscoda. We offer boarding, daycare and grooming services in a loving atmosphere. Our building has
heated floors, indoor/outdoor runs and two play yards. Daily woodland walks also available. Send your pets to
“camp” while you are out of town! Stop in and see us or give us a call. Riverside Pet Lodge, 2910 Kings Corner
Rd., Oscoda, MI 48750; 989-739-5039; www.riversidepetlodge.com; “Like” us on Facebook!

Handyman Services: My name is Darryl Hollenbeck resident of the Villages and I am a Certified Handyman
with the national Association of Certified Handyman Professionals. I provide thorough, knowledgeable home improvement and repair services for your home or business. But what makes this the areas premier handyman service? The answer: Experience and credentials: 40 years trade experience Former Real Estate Broker Certified
Michigan Home Inspector, Insured, Reliable, Trustworthy. www.handymandarryl.com (989) 906-0148
Real Estate Services:

Sunrise Realty - Sharon Wasielewski, Agent & Resident. Cell# 704-408-0192 - 12 year Village resident and is in
Oscoda year around and is ready to help you buy or sell!

Real Estate One - Roxanne Costea, Associate & Resident...23 Years experience. 406 S State St. Oscoda, MI
989-739-9129.

Sunrise Realty, Inc. - 989-739-1458
If you would like a list of contractors in this area, stop by the office and grab your copy! Are you a resident in the Villages that would
like to place your ad in The Village Chatter? Contact the office for more info.
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ANNUAL PICNIC
Saturday, August 24th
12:00 - 3:00 PM
At the Clubhouse
(5631 Georgia Dr.)

Lots of fun & Games
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs provided
50/50 Raffle
Live Music

Tons of Great prizes!!!
Bring the whole family
for a day of fun!!!
Make sure to Bring a
dish with you to
share

