The Village Chatter
April/May 2021

The Villages of Oscoda
A Beautiful Place to Live and Visit
Board of Director’s Corner
We would like to announce that there has been some changes within the
Board of Directors since our last newsletter. Sadly, Christian Gualdoni has
resigned as President in order to focus his time and attention on other matters. We would like to offer our thanks to him for his valuable time and the
considerable knowledge he brought to the Board. He will be greatly missed.
The Board has also appointed Tim Morand to the vacant seat on the Board
and welcome him as the new Board Trustee. You will find the new list of
Board Officers to the right of this article.
Which leads us to the Board Candidate Election. If you would like to make a
difference in your community and be in-the-know, why not run for the Board of
Directors? The Board is made up of homeowners, not a corporation or a company. Homeowners who volunteer their time to help make The Villages a better place to live. There is no pay involved and quite frankly, there are days
you wonder why you ran. The return is that you have helped your friends,
neighbors and your community.

On A Personal Note, I live in a 4-Plex on Alaska Street. I ran for the Board for
all the reasons I stated above. Whether it was providence or fate that made
me President, is yet to be seen. But, I don’t regret running and I encourage
everyone to take a minute and think about volunteering for the good of our
community.

Newsletter Editors:
Tammy Velten
Jennifer Wilson

Board of Directors
Beverly Knickerbocker President
Sherry Proulx - Vice President
JoAn Nink - Treasurer
Chad Adams - Secretary
Timothy Morand - Trustee

Sincerely...Bev. Knickerbocker

Nominations for the Board of Directors’ election begins April 1st. This year there

are 2 open seats to fill on the Board. To be eligible to run, you must; 1.) Be a
Homeowner in the Villages; 2.) Be a member in good standing (i.e. account paid
up to date and no unresolved violations); and 3.) submit a Candidate Profile with a
brief Summery of your background and qualifications to the office on or before
Friday, May 21st. The ballots will be mailed or emailed beginning Tuesday, May
25th. The voting period will close at the end of the Annual Co-owners’ Meeting
on Saturday, July 17th. So, start preparing your Candidate Profile now! If you
would like to observe a monthly meeting to see what you could be doing, contact
the office in advance to let us know that you would like to attend.
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Hopefully, by the time you are reading this, we have seen the last of winter and
have wished it a hasty retreat and slow return. But of course, on the tail of that
wonderful thought, we have to start looking around to see what damage Mother
Nature left in her wake; as well as taking care of those things that may have gotten
“forgotten” during the cold, snowy days. Things to look out for:
* Is the siding of the unit/garage/shed in need of power washing or painting?
* Does the shed door need to be painted?
* Is there loose or missing shutters/trim?
* Is the Soffit/Facia falling or sagging?
* Is there litter or dog poop that needs to be picked up? The lawn service crew will NOT go

on your lawn to do spring clean up or weekly lawn maintenance until all the dog poop has
been removed.
* Is there damaged lawn from the harsh winter or your snow removal service? The lawn crew
isn’t responsible for repairing your lawn and you may want to contact your snow removal service to repair any scraped or gouged lawn caused by the plow.

Power Washing

We will soon be sending letters to homeowners that need to give the exterior of
their unit a good bath. If you have already determined that your unit is in need
of power washing, please contact the office and let us know. We will note that
information in your account and not send you a letter. There are power washing
contractors listed on the Contractors list in our office if you need help finding
one (assuming you don’t take on the task yourself).

We suggest that you DO NOT pay in advance as we have seen this make the agreed upon date suddenly more
“flexible” and may extend the completion date a month or more. Make sure the contractor you choose has the
right equipment to complete the top of the unit if you have a taller unit.
CHANGES OUTSIDE YOUR UNIT & WHEN IT REQUIRES
ACC APPROVAL
With Spring close enough to smell, you may be looking at doing some maintenance and other things around your unit. Just as a reminder, if you are planning changes to the outside of your unit, they need to be approved in advance
by the ACC.
Items that need approval are:
*

A new garden/extension

*

New windows/doors /roof

*

Adding a fence

*

Paint color changes

*

Adding a swing set

*

Adding a fire ring/pit

*

Adding a new shed

*

Adding a deck

*

Planting/removing trees /bushes

If you are not sure if your project requires ACC approval, just call the office for assistance.
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With Spring in the air, it will soon be time to vote on our Amended and Restated
Master Deed and Bylaws. I know, you’ve heard this before, right? With the pandemic delaying life for a year, we must now address the Vote again. You will
soon be receiving a package with the new documents and ballots.
NEW THIS YEAR, your package will include a stamped, return envelope for
easy return of the ballots and Mortgagee Form.
The Villages of Oscoda now has a Facebook Group!
Check it out by typing in VILLAGES OF OSCODA
in your search bar. Start sharing information in our
community and JOIN TODAY!
Look for The Villages of Oscoda HOA on Facebook.
BEWARE OF SCAM CALLS : We have been informed that phone scams are on the
rise again. A recent one that has been making the rounds states that the Federal Government has a grant for $18,000.00 and will ask for your banking information. Sometimes the scams seem very blatant but remember to be very careful when speaking
with someone on the phone. If they ask you a question that would require a Yes response, such as, is your name
(fill in the blank). You should respond without using Yes in the answer. If they offer something that sounds interesting to you, advise them you will call them back. Do not use the number they give you. Instead, search
online for the main office phone number listed and ask them about the offer. Be Safe.
CARBON MONOXIDE DANGER: A local contractor has reported that they
have replaced approximately 50 cracked heat exchangers in the older tan furnaces found in the homes here. We suspect that many more have been replaced by other contractors. A cracked heat exchanger is something that happens most often in a furnace that is 15 years old or more. A cracked heat
exchanger is pretty serious, as far as safety for your home goes. If there's
a crack in this component, the gases, such as carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrous oxide,
could leak into your home. In fact, cracked heat exchangers are one of the major causes of carbon
monoxide poisoning in homes. You may be unaware of a cracked heat exchanger unless your carbon
monoxide detector beeps. Unfortunately, you can’t really know for sure that your heat exchanger is
cracked without an HVAC technician’s inspection. If your furnace is over 15 years old, consider
having it checked by a professional. It is also recommended to have a CO Detector on every floor.

Pending any new mandates by government agencies, the Clubhouse will remain closed until further notice.
However, the staff is currently working inside and is able to accommodate all the needs of our members by
way of phone, email and with the use of the pick-up/drop-off boxes at the Clubhouse. For updates on this and
other news that affects our community, visit our website at www.voohoa.net
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New Leasing Committee -Volunteers Needed
By now, you should be aware that the Rent Ratios (also known as Rental
Cap) and corresponding “Hardship Clause” have been removed from the purposed Bylaws and will be voted on separately at a later date. In order to work
out the issues that the landlord-owners and resident-owners have with the
Rent Ratios and leasing guidelines, the Board is creating a Leasing Committee. We are looking for volunteers to help identify and address these issues and create a document that the homeowners and the landlords will all
agree to. Look for more information in our next newsletter.

The 23rd Annual Community-wide Yard Sale
As a precaution, and in compliance with the MDHHS guidance for gatherings & social distancing ,
the Association will not be sponsoring the Annual Community-wide Yard Sale for 2021.
PLEASE NOTE: WE WILL HAVE THE EVENT LISTED AND ADVERTISED WITH THE OSCODA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 4th, 5th & 6th FOR RESIDENTS WHO MAY
CHOOSE TO HAVE ONE ON THEIR OWN THAT WEEKEND.
A REMINDER THAT YARD WASTE PICKUP WILL BE ON THURSDAY, JUNE 3RD THIS WEEK

G & H Lawn Care started their spring cleanup on Monday, March 22nd.
Yard Waste Pick-up started on Friday, March 26th.
Yard Waste Pickup Reminders:
» You must have your yard waste in brown paper bags with your address
number listed on the bag.
» Bags must be limited to 30 lbs. each and no more than 6 bags/bundles.
» No dirt, pet waste, or garbage should be in the bags.
» Bags must be out to the curb before 8 a.m. on Friday or they will not be
picked up.
» Branch bundles (shrubs, small tree limbs or branches) must be limited in
size to a maximum of four (4) feet in length and two (2) feet in circumference and must be bundled together to prevent them from falling out of the
trailer.
» Your yard waste will not be picked up if these guidelines are not followed.
Please do not put your yard waste bags out until the night before or even the morning of the pickup. If the bag is

left out in the rain and the bag gets wet, when they pick up the bag, the bottom could fall out and the yard waste
goes on the ground. Please consider that before placing your bags out. No yard waste bags should be left in view
all week long! We ask that you please store them out of sight until they are placed out for Friday pickup.
✓

Oh, one more thing, don’t forget to call the office to fill out a new “No-Mow”, “No-Fertilizer”, or “No-Clean
up” form for 2021 if you prefer to take care of these items yourself, as last years’ list is no longer valid.
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April & May EVENTS

On Memorial Day,
trash pick up will be
delayed one day.
Please remember to put
your trash out on
Tuesday morning,
June 1st

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Apr 2nd— ACC Requests Due-date
Apr 4th—Happy Easter
Apr 8th—ACC Meeting - 10:00am
Apr 8th—Monthly Board Meeting—3:00pm
Apr 21st—Admin Professionals Day!
May 7th—ACC Requests Due date
May 9th—Happy Mother’s Day
May 11th—Deadline to qualify to vote
May 13th—ACC Meeting—10:00am
May 13th—Monthly Board Meeting—3:00pm
May 21st —ACC Requests Due date
May 21st—Deadline for Board Candidate Profiles
May 27th—ACC Meeting—10:00am
May 31st—Happy Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED

Have you recently gotten a new mortgage or re-financed your current mortgage?

Remember to update the office when you take advantage of the
great interest rates available and redo that mortgage. The Mortgagee Form can be found on our website at www.voohoa.net.
Click on the tab: Helpful Info, Association Forms, New Homeowner Forms, Mortgagee Form. Remember to sign and date the bottom of the form before turning it in to the Office.
Anytime you re-finance your mortgage with a different finance company or if there is a
change with the mortgage on your unit, this form should be completed and sent to the office. If you pay off that mortgage (yeah!), there is a box on the form that you would check
which states you do not have a mortgage.

Thank You Corner
Carol Stein: “Id like to send a really big thank you to Tommie, Denise & Glen on S. Carolina for digging me out of a pile of snow that
I drove into. They really saved my day!!!”
Jackie Guisbert: A shout out to my neighbor, Larry Boyd. Larry is always there to help myself and my fellow neighbors. This last
winter’s snowfall was quite challenging at times. Larry cleared many driveways, many times, hand shoveling, no less, including keeping
our fire hydrant cleared out. Larry goes above and beyond to help! He's not only a helper but a genuinely nice guy! I would like him
to get the recognition he deserves and let him know how much he is appreciated. Every neighborhood should have a Larry!

If you would like to thank a special someone for helping you out,
please send us an email so that we can put it in the next newsletter. A thank you can go a long way!

Office Hours:

THE VILLAGE CHATTER
THE Villages of
Oscoda, HOA

The HOA office hours are:
Mon., Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 8am - 5pm & Tues. 10am - 5pm.

5631 Georgia Dr.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Phone: 989-739-4915
Fax: 989-739-4720
Email: office@voohoa.net
Website: voohoa.net
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THE OFFICE IS CLOSED
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Please remember there is always a drop box for your convenience!

Clubhouse Activities

Lets face it, no one wants to see it and they
certainly don’t want to smell it. Please pick
up after your dog...even in your own yard. It
doesn’t take long on the warmer days for
smell to waft and put the stink on someone’s
day. Please show respect for your neighbors
by picking up after your pet. Hopefully you
will agree that no one should have to clean
up behind your dog.

 Euchre - Mondays at 12:30pm
IN
Taking
Off Pounds
(T.O.P.S)Wed.
at 9am
ORDER
TO DO Sensibly
OUR PART
TO HELP
REDUCE
THE
Pinochle
at 12:30pm
RATE- Fridays
OF SPREAD
OF THE CORONAVIRUS,
 BUNCO
4th
Friday
of
every
month &- 1:00pm
ALL CLUBHOUSE ACTIVITIES
MEETINGS

HAVE BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Classifieds
Pet Care: Riverside Pet Lodge is a new state of the art boarding kennel nestled in the woods beside the Pine River
just north of Oscoda. We offer boarding, daycare and grooming services in a loving atmosphere. Our building has
heated floors, indoor/outdoor runs and two play yards. Daily woodland walks also available. Send your pets to
“camp” while you are out of town! Stop in and see us or give us a call. Riverside Pet Lodge, 2910 Kings Corner
Rd., Oscoda, MI 48750; 989-739-5039; www.riversidepetlodge.com; “Like” us on Facebook!
Handyman Services: Jay’s Handyman Service. Will do small jobs, power washing, trim bushes, haul away brush/
trash, and small home repairs. Call 989-569-6176 or 989-310-6763.
Real Estate Services:

Sunrise Realty - Sharon Wasielewski, Agent & Resident. Cell# 704-408-0192 - 12 year Village resident and is in
Oscoda year around and is ready to help you buy or sell!

Sunrise Realty, Inc. - Penny Lee, Agent & 19 year Resident. Sold many homes in the Villages . Please let me help
you! 989– 305-0437

Real Estate One - Looking to sell your unit in the Villages? As a full time Realtor and local real estate investor, I
have a pulse on the market to best serve your selling (or buying) needs. Call or text me anytime! Jeff Pukall, 712852-6190
If you would like a list of contractors in this area, stop by the office and grab your copy! Are you a resident in the Villages that would
like to place your ad in The Village Chatter? Contact the office for more info.

