DECEMBER 2021 / JANUARY 2022

WINTERS IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN
TIPS TO HELP YOU GET BY
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Things to remember in the winter :
* Please do not park directly across from someone else’s driveway. It makes it difficult for people pulling out of their driveway to safely maneuver around your car. It
can also be dangerous if the driveway is on a slope and it’s icy...no one wants to start
the day that way.
* Please ensure that those you hire to clear your driveways understand not to push
snow into or onto other properties and should never block addresses or sidewalks.
* Parking on all streets is strictly prohibited between November 1st and April 1st

from 8am to 5pm in order to facilitate County snow removal. This will help prevent
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the ice and snow build up from becoming a hazard to other drivers and pedestrians.
This will also allow school buses to get down the individual streets without endangering on-coming traffic as they swerve to get around parked vehicles.
4-PLEX AREA SNOW REMOVAL
Just a reminder that the snow plow only plows
when it snows 3 inches or more, and they don’t
always salt. We recommend keeping some salt
inside your garage and/or on your porch to hit
those areas that may need salting in between
plows, and when the wind has been busy or
we’ve gotten light snow. Also remember when
it warms up, it can melt the mounded snow
around the sidewalks, which can then
re-freeze and become slippery,
A PARKING REMINDER TO ALL: It is illegal to block sidewalk approaches leading to doorways of homes

per Michigan Vehicle Code 257.674.

THE VILLAGE CHATTER

Page 2

Board of Director’s Corner
The Board of Directors have approved the Budget for 2022. Your copy of the new budget can be found on the last
page of this newsletter. The 2022 monthly fee has increased from $60.00 to $67.00 per month. The new rate will
take effect January 1, 2022. The last time the dues were increased was two years ago on January 1, 2019. However,
modern times have caught up with us, along with pandemic–related issues beyond our control, which has contributed to the escalating cost for supplies and services. We are looking at a 15% increase in all our expenses for 2022.
Some of the Association’s expenses were reduced to off-set some of the increased cost. Most notably, Weed-kill &
Fertilizer has been reduced to only one application which will be applied in the spring of 2022 . Eliminating the
late-summer application has resulted in a $14,000 savings. As a reminder, future expenses can only be estimated
based on the history of past expenses. Some expenses were able to be reduced, such as Office Equipment, Computer
Tech and Sewer Repairs. Other expenses are expected to increase due to inflationary pricing or be added due to such
factors as new fuel surcharges, legal costs for the attorney’s continued assistance with the updates needed in our Master Deed & Bylaws, and office supplies to cover the additional costs to print and distribute another voting packet for
co-owners to vote on again in 2022.
For those who have made arrangements with your own banking facility for auto withdrawal of your monthly assessment, please remember to notify them of the change that is effective January 1st. For those homeowners that
have signed up for auto-pay through our office, you will not need to take any action. The office will make the adjustment for you. Just remember to deduct the new $67.00 per month rate in your check register beginning in
January, 2020.
If you have any questions about the new budget, please call the office to set up an appointment to meet with the
Board Treasurer…...JoAn Nink, Treasurer

P
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News You Can Use
*

PAYMENT COUPONS: The office will be sending out payment coupons for 2022 in the coming days. If
you would like us to send you payment coupons for the 2022 year, please contact the office so we can add
you to the list.

*

STREET PARKING: Parking on all streets is strictly prohibited between November 1st and April 1st
from 8am to 5pm in order to facilitate County snow removal . This will also help prevent the ice and snow
build up from becoming a hazard to other drivers and pedestrians. (See Bylaws Article VII, Section 2(a)).

*

HOLIDAY DECORATIONS: It’s always nice to see the décor for the Holidays, but remember to please
have lights and decorations down no later than January 10th.

MAN’S BEST FRIEND
Dogs make wonderful pets and are a friendly face at the end of the
day. But they need their “human-parent” to protect and care for
them just like they look after their “human-family”.
We are experiencing an increase in calls regarding dogs running
loose or being tied outside. We’ve even had several incidents
where loose dogs went after other dogs tethered in their own yard
despite being monitored by their owner. This can be traumatic for
both families involved.

Per the Bylaws, dogs are not permitted to run loose or be tied
outside. They must be on a leash held by a responsible person
whenever outside.
Following the rules laid out in our Bylaws will help limit the potential for events such as that attack. Dogs may also run out in front
of a vehicle and be hit, as we’d seen nearly happen. For the safety
of our community, please walk your dog on a leash and do not let
them run loose or left tied out in the yard.

Sheriff Department
Wellness Check
If you have a concern about a friend or
neighbors condition or health and you have
not been able to contact him/her, the Iosco
County Sheriff’s office will send a deputy to
his/her residence to make a “wellness call”.
For a wellness check, please call 989-3621430. They will need the person’s address
and name. Please DO NOT CALL 911 for a
wellness call. The deputy will ask if there is
a key available for the residence in the
event they have to enter the residence.
For these kind of reasons, it is always a
good idea to make sure the office has a correct key on file for your unit. Having a key
on file is certainly a lot better than the alternative if there is no key on file. Any key
submitted to the office will be used for
emergency purposes only and will need to
be signed out with an authorization on file
for who the key can be checked out by.
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Winter Safety Tips
1. Remember to take smaller, unhurried steps
even when walking on ground that “appears” to
be ice free...surprises can turn ugly.
2. Winter weather can arrive without calling
first (not very mannerly) & change the amount
of time it takes us to get to work, school and appointments. Getting up earlier than usual and checking the road conditions will
help you determine if you need to leave early to avoid rushing.

Shoveling Safety Tips
1. Dress warmly
2. Take breaks every 15
minutes
3. Drinking coffee may
increase your heart rate, instead
drink hot chocolate

4. Drink plenty of water
5. Lift with your legs
6. Pick up smaller loads
7. If the snow is deep,

3. Bundle up before going outside & make sure to cover up extremities to help avoid frostbite. Use a scarf
to cover your nose & mouth to protect your
lungs and make it easier to breath.
4. The cold temperatures can be dangerous for pets as well as us
humans. After walking your dog or cat, check the pads of their
feet to ensure they haven’t cut them on the ice. Wipe off salt and
other deicer’s – this will keep them
from dragging it throughout the house
and from licking it off. Removing snow
from their feet and legs will allow them
to warm up faster & help keep frost bite
at bay.
PROCEDURE TO REPORT STREETLIGHT OUTAGE
1. Go to consumerenergy.com
2. Scroll down to “Outage Center” and click on
the tab.
3. Then choose “Report a streetlight outage”
4. You can then use the map to locate your area.
The map will allow you to zoom in and see streets
and streetlights. You can then identify your outage by clicking on the streetlight and then Consumer Energy will be contacted via a ticket. You
can also go back to the website at any time and
check on the status of the outage.

remove the top 2-3”
at a time
8. If you lead a sedentary lifestyle or are
at risk for a heart attack, it may be
wise to pay a neighbor kid to
take care of that snow…you can
watch from the window…..
while drinking hot chocolate.

Christmas Tree Disposal
Waste Management will pick up your
live Christmas tree for disposal after
the holidays and
through January.
ALL decorations, including tinsel must be removed prior to setting
out at the curb or the
driver will not take it.
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December & January 2022 EVENTS

*

Dec 3rd—ACC Requests Due-date
Dec 8th—Monthly Board Meeting—10:00am
Dec 9th—ACC Meeting—10:00am

*

Dec 23rd & 30th—Office closed at Noon

*

Dec 24th & 31st—Office Closed

*
*

Jan 7th—ACC Requests Due date
* Jan 12th—Monthly Board Meeting—10:00am
*

* Jan 13th—ACC Meeting - 10:00am

With the recent Board
resignation of Chad
Adams, the Board of
Directors is looking to
appoint a homeowner
to fill the vacant seat
until the next election period in 2022.
Please contact the office if you are interested in helping out your community by becoming a member of the Board, or for more information about being a Board member.

Thank You Corner

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

 Many thanks to Mike McGee and Jay Lash for removing the deceased deer from our common area, I don’t
know what we would do without volunteers like you that are willing to go out of their way for the Association—and for such an unpleasant task!
 Shout-out to Duane Keck for cleaning up the RV Lot and re-setting the pole markers before the winter sets
in. We can’t thank you enough for volunteering your time and efforts to help keep the RV Lot functional
for everyone that uses it.
 A huge THANK YOU to Gary Richter for cleaning all the tape-glue residue off the Clubhouse door. That
was a tricky task and it looks 100 times better.
If you would like to thank a special someone for helping you out,
please send us an email so that we can put it in the next newsletter. A thank you can go a long way!

THE VILLAGE CHATTER
THE Villages of
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Fax: 989-739-4720
Email: office@voohoa.net
Website: voohoa.net
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The HOA office hours are:
Mon., Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 8am - 5pm & Tues. 10am - 5pm.
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Please remember there is always a drop box for your convenience!
**The office will be closed at noon on December 23rd &30th
The Office will also be closed on December 24 & 31st
For the Christmas & New Year Holidays

Clubhouse Activities
 Euchre - Mondays at 12:30pm
 Pinochle - Fridays at 12:30pm
 BUNCO– 2nd Tuesday of every month 1:00pm
 BUNCO - Last Friday of every month - 1:00pm
 Chair Yoga - Every Monday at 5:30
 Chair Yoga - Every Wednesday at 5:30

Classifieds
Pet Care: Riverside Pet Lodge is a new state of the art boarding kennel nestled in the woods beside the Pine River
just north of Oscoda. We offer boarding, daycare and grooming services in a loving atmosphere. Our building has
heated floors, indoor/outdoor runs and two play yards. Daily woodland walks also available. Send your pets to
“camp” while you are out of town! Stop in and see us or give us a call. Riverside Pet Lodge, 2910 Kings Corner
Rd., Oscoda, MI 48750; 989-739-5039; www.riversidepetlodge.com; “Like” us on Facebook!
Handyman Services: Jay’s Handyman Service. Will do small jobs, power washing, trim bushes, haul away
brush/trash, and small home repairs. Call 989-569-6176 or 989-310-6763.
For Sale: 22’ Pontoon trailer with spare tire - $1,500. Contact Jose Lopez 1-248-470-0826. To see it call Jay at 1989-569-6176.

Real Estate Services:

Sunrise Realty - Sharon Wasielewski, Agent & Resident. Cell# 704-408-0192 - 12 year Village resident and is in
Oscoda year around and is ready to help you buy or sell!

Sunrise Realty, Inc. - Penny Lee, Agent & 19 year Resident. Sold many homes in the Villages . Please let me help
you! 989– 305-0437

Real Estate One - Looking to sell your unit in the Villages? As a full time Realtor and local real estate investor, I
have a pulse on the market to best serve your selling (or buying) needs. Call or text me anytime! Jeff Pukall, 712852-6190
If you would like a list of contractors in this area, stop by the office and grab your copy! Are you a resident in the Villages that would
like to place your ad in The Village Chatter? Contact the office for more info.

Villages of Oscoda HOA
2022 Budget (Approved 11/10/2021)
Revenue
Common Charges ($67 per month per unit)
Late Charges
Interest Earnings
Snow Removal Income (4 plex area only, 156 units)
RV Lot Maintenance Fees
Misc. Excess Revenue
Total Revenue
Expenses
Contributions
Training, Certification
Advertising
Subscriptions and Memberships (2 accounts-Chamber, Press)
Office Supplies
Office Equipment (includes Office Misc)
License & Permits
Property Management Software and Updates
Insurance (O & D, Comm.umbrella, Liability, Building)
Postage
Clubhouse / Office Utilities
CPA/Audit - only need review this year
Legal - by-laws updates
Copier - Maintenance contract
Taxes (property)
Vanco
Rubbish Removal Mowing
Fertilizer / Weedkiller
Common Areas (3 accounts- Maintenance, Supplies and Building Maint.)
Computer Technical Expenses / Internet / Website
Sewer Repairs
Depreciation
Personnel (4 accounts -Wages, mileage, payroll taxes, Health Ins.)
Bad Debt
Total Common Expenses
Snow Removal (4 plex area only)
RV Lot
Total Other Expenses
Contingency Fund
Total Expenses
Total Reserve for Replacement Contributions
Total Expense Budget
Net Income / (Loss)

$ TOTAL

609,432
7,000
75
27,000
7,000
2,000
652,507
0
87
100
100
5,700
500
120
1,700
6,000
5,000
11,000
11,500
15,000
2,500
3,500
1,500
108,500
272,200
14,000
16,000
2,000
5,000
7,500
110,000
5,000
604,507
32,000
3,000
35,000
3,000
642,507
10,000
652,507

